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ealled forth throughout the whole State, have already
produced most salutary effects, in disabusing many per-
sons who had inconsiderately concurred in the visionary
schemes of the abolitionists.” B .
And, he adds: S - o
“Relying on the influence of a sound and enlightened
public opinion, to restraip and control the misconduct of
the citizens of a free government, especially when direct-
ed, as it has been in this case, with unexampled energy
and unanimity to the particular evils under consideration,
and perceiving that its operations have been thus. far sajy-
tary, I entertain the best hopes that this remed yyof itself,
will remove these evils, or render thein comparatively
harmless.” - | | o | :

The result has demonstrated to every impartial obsery-

e, that this reliance upon the virtue, intelligence and pa<
triotism of the pecple of this. State, was founded upon a
Just estimation of their character. . e

Pablic opinion—*enlightened public opinion”—is the

conservative principle of free government. Without its
SUstaining power, the proudest and purest constituticn
which the wisdom of man could devise, would be as jn-

definite and unstable as an oral compact; and the strongest -

and most rigid laws that could be framed in accordance
with its restrictions and obligations, would he weak and
iragile as spiders’ webs.  To this iribunal may' be appro=
priately and safely referred all errors and differences
of opinion—all mextal agitations and discussions which
nvolve religions eresds__abstract political rights, or mea-
sures of public policy. -

But a just, a liberal and ap enlightened condition of
public opinion, cannot be produced or sustained, except
where 2 free press is recognized and cherished in har-
monious alliance with the constitution and the laws, Th
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“liberty ot speech amd the press’ is guaranieed by the
Constitution of this State and that of the United States;
and it is a most delicate and difficult task of diserimina.
tion for legislators g deterniine ai what point this ration.
al and coustitational liberty terminates, and venality and
licentiousness begin. It is indeed more safe to tclerate
the licentiousness of the press than to abridge itg freedom;
f;Or 3 corrective of the evil will be ge
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